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At  least  one  channel  on  your 
television  se!  can  provide  you'  with 
5m  alternative  to  situation 
comedies,  cops  and  rj^bbers 
shootouts  and  commercials  for 
cold,  remedies,  tm^rwear  .^  jjnd 
laundiy  detergent. 
ii,,_*Seven  public  or  non-commercial 
'Television  stations  blanket  all  areas 
of  Penll^lvania  With,  a variety  of 
prd^ajrf  o^feringi  which  incliide 
Sesame  Street,  Masterpiete 
Theatre,  The  Adams  Chronicles, 
TV  Garden  Club,  and  Street 
fi^eeh,  as liv^  as  -"^tructi^fajJ, 
for 

credit  cowses  for  aduftsT^^^I^* 
Baa^fi.on  a recent  re^parch  study, 
publiertelevision  is  viewed  regularly 
in  13  million  homes  in.,4ie  Cogip 
mon 
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Mention  “Big  Bird”  (preceding  page)  to 
most  any  four  or  five-year-old  and  you'll 
get  a smile  of  recognition  of  one  of  the 
most  well-known  television  celebrities  in 
the  nation.  Big  Bird  is  one  of  the  stars  of 
Sesame  Street,  the  acclaimed  public 
television  series  for  preschoolers  now  in  its 
sixth  season. 

Zoom  (above)  is  a well-known 
PBS-sponsored  program  designed  for  the 
pre-teen  set  and  shown  nationally  on 
public  television  stations  in  the  early 
evening. 


"4th  Network"  is  a full-fledged 
member  of  the  television  broadcast- 
ing industry. 

Public  broadcasting  has  come  a 
long  way,  nationally  and  in  Penn- 
sylvania, from  the  1950s  when  in- 
structional telecasting  for  classroom 
use  was  first  begun  in  many  states. 
With  governmental  support  at  the 
national  and  state  levels,  educators 
were  able  to  develop  supplementary 
programs  and  new  broadcasting  sta- 
tions to  serve  the  needs  of  schools. 

In  the  Commonwealth,  WQED  in 
Pittsburgh  went  on  the  air  in  1954  as 
the  state's  first  educational  televi- 
sion station.  Philadelphia's  WHYY 
began  broadcasting  in  1963,  and  by 
1967  five  other  stations  had  been 
created  — WITF,  Hershey;  WPSX, 
University  Park;  WLVT,  Allen- 
town-Bethlehem-Easton;  WVIA, 
Scranton- Wilkes-Barre  and  WQLN, 
Erie.  Their  primary  function  then 
was  to  help  educate  young  people 
by  telecasting  informative  programs 
during  school  days. 

By  the  late  1960s,  the  concept  of 
educational  broadcasting  for  young 
people  had  broadened  to  one  of 


serving  the  needs  of  all  the  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  for  information,  in- 
struction, public  affairs,  entertain- 
ment and  community  service. 

Now  in  the  late  1970s,  the  state's 
seven  regional  public  television  sta- 
tions offer  a full  range  of  program- 
ming from  local,  statewide  and  na- 
tional perspectives. 

This  year,  the  Public  Broadcasting 
Service  is  feeding  a full  week's  eve- 
ning schedule  to  the  265  stations 
along  the  national  network.  Sun- 
day's shows  center  around  the  per- 
forming arts  with  offerings  such  as 
Evening  at  Symphony,  Masterpiece 
Theatre  and  Great  Performances.  Fri- 
day's schedule  concerns  public  af- 
fairs with  viewings  of  The  MacNeill 
Lehrer  Report,  Washington  Week  in  Re- 
view, Wall  Street  Week,  docu- 
mentaries and  Black  Perspective  on  the 
News.  Each  weekday,  the  PBS 
feed  concludes  at  11  p.m.  with  the 
Captioned  ABC  Evening  News — the 
regular  early  evening  news,  without 
ads  and  with  running  captions  of 
what  is  being  spoken  for  hearing- 
impaired  viewers. 

The  agency  which  has  the  respon- 
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One  of  the  most  absorbing  dramas  (above) 
many  Americans  have  seen  on  television  in 
recent  years  is  the  series  Upstairs, 
Downstairs,  a British  export  which  is 
seen  each  Sunday  evening  on  public 
telei’ision  stations. 

Both  adults  and  children  can  enjoy  many 
of  the  PBS  programs  (left)  such  as 
National  Geographic  specials  on  unique 
adventures  and  interesting  discoveries,  or 
presentations  of  music,  drama,  dance  and 

other  arts. 
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PBS  has  its  own  version  of  the  nightli/  television  news  program  (above).  Robert  MacNeil,  on 
the  right,  and  Jim  Lehrer  appear  on  the  Robert  MacNeil  Report,  a week-nightly~news 
commentary  and  analysis  shoiv.  PPTN  frequently  sponsors  and  funds  special  series  or 
programs  within  the  state  on  particular  issues  or  events  with  various  stations  responsible  for 
producing  the  programs.  As  examples,  (right)  Frank  Munafo,  opera  singer  and  butcher , wasa 
participant  in  the  five-  part  series,  Pennsylvania:  An  Ethnic  Portrait;  (below)  an  83-year- 
old  nursing  home  resident  talked  about  her  life  and  feelings  in  a moving  one-hour  docu- 
mentary, Ihe  Final,  Proud  Days  of  Elsie  Wurster;  and  (below  right)  PPTN  provides  a 
steady  diet  of  sports  offerings  such  as  the  PIAA  wrestling  championships  each  year. 


sibilitv  for  statewide  coordination  is 
the  Pennsylvania  Public  Television 
Network,  headquartered  in  Her- 
shey.  When  it  was  established  in 
1968,  PPTN's  chief  function  was  to 
develop  an  interconnection  for  the 
seven  stations.  Before  this  time, 
video  tapes  or  films  had  to  be  hand 
carried  from  one  station  to  another. 

In  1971,  w'ork  was  completed  on  a 
$7.5  million  microwave  system 
which  linked  the  seven  stations  to 
each  other  and  to  the  National  Public 
Broadcasting  Service.  For  the  first 
time,  viewers  across  the  state  had  a 
4th  network  which  carried  special 
reports  from  the  state  capital,  docu- 
mentaries made  by  various  stations 
in  the  state  and  entertainment  and 
information  shows  from  the  PBS. 


Station  executives  along  the  Pennsylvania 
Public  Television  Netivork  have  the  option  of 
using  all  the  shows  beamed  to  them  from 
PPTN  and  PBS,  or  substituting  locally  pro- 
duced programs  as  they  see  fit.  i4s  examples, 
The  Market  Basket  (above  left)  is  produced 
by  the  Penn  State  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  just  for  station  WLVT  for  Lehigh  and 
Northampton  counties;  the  Mark  of  Jazz 
(left)  was  a TVIJ2  presentation  for  the 
Philadelphia  audience;  Fred  Rogers'  Mister 
Roger's  Neighborhood  (above)  was  at  first  a 
local  presentation  for  the  WQED  Pittsburgh 
audience  but  soon  became  a PBS  feature 
across  the  nation. 


General  Manager  David  H. 
Leonard  says  that  what  makes  these 
seven  interconnected  stations  dif- 
ferent from  commercial  stations — 
those  affiliated  with  NBC,  CBS  or 
ABC  and,  in  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsburgh,  several  stations — all 
independent — is  that  they  rely  upon 
direct  public  support  instead  of  sell- 
ing time  to  advertisers.  The  largest 
single  source  of  revenue,  $10  mil- 
lion, for  the  seven  stations  this  year 
came  from  viewer  contributions  or 
tax-free  contributions  from  founda- 
tions and  corporations.  The  state 
provided  $6  million  to  operate  PPTN 
and  help  support  the  seven  stations, 
and  the  state  Department  of  Educa- 


tion granted  $1  million  to  the  sta- 
tions for  instructional  services  to 
schools.  Educational  institutions  in 
the  state  provided  $1.7  million  and 
the  federal  government  contributed 
$2.6  million. 

What  also  makes  the  stations  dif- 
ferent is  that  public  broadcasting  sta- 
tions are  not  compelled  to  run  the 
entire  PBS  evening  feed.  On  Eri- 
days,  for  example,  PPTN  transmits 
The  People’s  Business:  Harrisburg  Re- 
port which  PPTN  funds.  Other 
PPTN-funded  programs  which  are 
offered  to  member  stations  include 
WPSX's  The  Pinal  Proud  Days  of  Elsie 
Wurster,  WVIA's  Pennsylvania:  An 
Ethnic  Portrait  and  Railroads  Off 


the  Track,  WLVT’s  Kutztown 
Folk  Festival  and  upcoming 
programs  on  nutrition,  tourism  and 
religion  among  other  subjects.  And, 
many  stations  produce  shows  for 
broadcast  only  in  their  own  regions. 
These  include  WLVT's  Scholarship 
Scrimmage,  Bill  Varney's  Downstairs 
Studio  on  WITF,  and  Black  Horizons  at 
WQED. 

Of  course,  the  best  known  Penn- 
sylvania television  production 
viewed  statewide  and  nationally  is 
Mister  Rogers'  Neighborhood,  Fred 
Rogers'  creation  in  Pittsburgh  which 
has  long  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  best  early  childhood  programs  in 
the  nation. 
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The  People's  Business:  Harrisburg  Report  is  a PPTN-funded  show  produced  by  WQED.  The  half-hour  shou'  focuses  on  issues  and 
problems  of  state  government  and  is  seen  on  most  public  television  stations  on  Friday  evenings. 


The  PPTN  headquarters  in  Hershey  are  the  center  of  a microwave 
system  which  links  the  seven  public  stations  to  each  other,  PPTN 
and  the  National  Public  Broadcasting  Service. 


One  reason  for  public  television's 
success  at  the  seven  stations  is  that 
each  has  a board  of  directors  repre- 
senting a broad  base  of  people  in 
each  viewing  area.  These  boards  set 
policy  for  the  stations,  authorize  lo- 
cally produced  shows  and  seek  sup- 
port of  the  public,  educahonal  in- 
stitutions and  organizations  in  the 
region.  PPTN  also  has  a board  of 
directors  which  maintains  a 
statewide  perspechve.  The  current 
PPTN  chairman  is  Philip  1.  Berman 
who  is  president  of  Hess's  Depart- 
ment Stores.  John  O.  Hershey,  pres- 
ident of  Milton  Hershey  Schools,  is 
vice  president  and  Floyd  B.  Fisher, 
vice  president  at  Pennsylvania  State 
University,  is  treasurer.  ■ 
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The  Pennsylvania  Public 
Television  Network: 
WLVT/Allentown- 
Bethlehem- Easton, 
WQLN/Erie, 

WITF/Hershey, 

WHYY/Philadelphia, 

WVI  A/Scranton-Wilkes-Barre, 
WQE  D/Pittsburgh, 
WQEX/Pittsburgh, 
WPSX/University  Park 


Mrs.  Florence  Steigerwalt 
State  Library  of  Pennsylvania 
116  Education  Building 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 


169  West  Chocolate  Ave. 
P.O.  Box  397 
Hershey,  Pa.  17033 
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